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When I first heard about the publication of "Brewing Classic Styles" last year, I was anxious to get

the book so that I could try my hand at recipes that have a proven track record. Previously, I had

been getting recipes off the Internet in a haphazard way, with no way of judging the quality of the

recipe except by brewing it. I was also excited to read "Brewing Classic Styles" because of the

impressive brewing reputations of its authors, John Palmer and Jamil Zainasheff.John Palmer is the

author of "How to Brew," now in its third edition. This is my favorite homebrewing book. My brew

kettle will be struck by lightning for saying this: How to Brew is better even than Charlie Papazian's

The New Complete Joy of Homebrewing. John has a knack for writing clear explanations of

advanced brewing topics. John is a frequent speaker at the National Homebrewing Conference and

he writes the "Advanced Brewing" column for "Brew Your Own" magazine.Jamil Zainasheff has not

previously written any homebrewing books, but I think that's only because he was too busy brewing.

He has won a multitude of awards in major homebrewing competitions including two Ninkasi Awards

for the highest overall score at the National Homebrew Competition. Jamil is heavily involved with

the Beer Judge Certification Program (BJCP) and he writes the "Style Profile" column for "Brew



Your Own" magazine."Brewing Classic Styles" capitalizes on the fact that Jamil has an

award-winning recipe for every beer style in the BJCP style guidelines. He has fine-tuned these

recipes by brewing batch after batch for competitions over many years. Interestingly, he had already

shared most of these recipes on the Internet before "Brewing Classic Styles" was written.
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